Five diagrams corresponding to the main biotopes, show the mean seasonal evolution of bottom temperatures and salinities. Months are characterized by fan-shaped curves showing strong tendencies to overlap from year to year. Curves also represent a relative prediction of T and S evolution. A serious cut exists between the ocean and the bay. In the bay itself, another cut marks the Eire estuary. The corresponding diagram may overlap considerably for low salinities during spring and early summer.
Abra alba populations never extend beyond the geographic boundary shown on this last diagram. Their disappearance from the inner part of the Bay occurs during October. Stocks may persist or disappear (Arguin bank, at the mouth of the bay), during winter. Recruitment takes place during spring (March) from the ocean (not yet proven), or from a surviving stock in the bay.
